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INTERNET USE POLICY 

The Internet is a vast global network that provides access to major universities around the world, governmental agencies, other school systems, and commercial providers of data banks. The Evangeline Parish School Board (hereinafter referred to as the "School Board") shall establish appropriate guidelines for exploring and using the Internet resources within the school district network to enhance learning and teaching activities. Acceptable use of these resources shall be consistent with the philosophy, goals and objectives of the School Board.

Internet access is available to students and teachers through the School Board Network. Internet access is provided to enable students and teachers to explore thousands of databases, libraries and other information sources for educational research.

Exploration of the Internet is encouraged, but with rights and privileges come responsibility. Any use of the Internet that adversely affects its operation in pursuit of teaching and learning or jeopardizes its use or performance for other community members is prohibited and may result in loss of Internet privileges, suspension or other appropriate disciplinary action. The School Board does not condone the use of the Internet for any illegal or inappropriate activities and shall not be responsible for any such use by staff or students. Parents shall be made aware that the Internet usage is only partially controllable by supervision. The School Board reserves the right to place reasonable restrictions on the material you access or post through the School Board Network. All users of the internet through the School Board Network shall follow the rules and regulations set forth by Evangeline Parish School Board and the laws set forth by local, state and federal government concerning internet usage.

Student Internet Access 

All students will have access to the Internet information resources through their classroom, library or school computer lab via the School Board Network. Internet users may encounter material which is controversial which the user, parents, teacher or administrator may consider inappropriate or offensive. Although it is impossible on global Internet to control the content of data which an industrious user may discover, it is the user's responsibility not to initiate access to such material. Students are instructed to promptly disclose to a teacher or other school level employee any message or materials that are inappropriate or makes them feel uncomfortable. Students are also instructed to immediately notify a teacher or other school level employee in the event that they mistakenly access inappropriate material. The School Board expressly disclaims any obligation to regulate the content of material accessed through the Internet. No student shall use the internet unless under the supervision of a teacher, monitor, school administrator, librarian, supervisor or other individuals designated by the building level administrator. Students may use the Internet only if the Internet Usage Contract for Student and Parent has been properly  signed filed and approved at the school site and then only in accordance with the School Board regulations  governing such usage. 
	Adopted:  August 12, 1992


	Revised:  August 16, 1995; April 4, 2007; June 3, 2009

	References:
	EPSB Minute Book:  17, p. 264; 19, p. 161; p.301: p. ?



	The Evangeline Parish School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, handicapping condition, or veteran status.


 The Internet Use Policy must be renewed on an annual basis. A parent has the right to withdraw approval at anytime by notifying the school in writing.
Teacher Internet Access 

All teachers will have access to the Internet information resources through their classroom, library or school computer lab via the School Board Network. School Board personnel and other authorized  persons may use the Internet only if the Teacher Internet Contract has been properly signed, approved by appropriate personnel and filed at the user's site.  The Internet Use Policy must be renewed on an annual basis.

Unacceptable Uses 

The following uses of the School Board Network are considered unacceptable:

· Posting of personal contact information about yourself or other people such as address, telephone numbers, school address, etc.

· No student shall be permitted to have an individual email account on the School Board Network Webmail.

· No one will attempt to gain unauthorized access to the School Board Network or to any other computer system through the School Board Network or go beyond your authorized access. This includes attempting to log in through or gain access to another person's account or access another person's files. These actions are illegal, even if only for the purpose of "browsing"

· You will not knowingly or inadvertently load or create a computer virus or load any software that destroys files or programs, confuses users, or disrupts the performance of the School Board 
· Network and the individual computers contained on this network. No third party software shall be installed except by certified personnel or designees.

· You will not use the School Board Network to engage in any illegal act such as arranging for a drug sale or the purchase of alcohol, engaging in gang activity, threatening the safety of others, etc.

· All district personnel or responsible for their individual accounts and should take all reasonable precautions to prevent others from being able to use their account.
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· You will not use obscene, profane, lewd, vulgar, rude inflammatory, threatening or disrespectful language. Restrictions against inappropriate language apply to public messages, private messages, and materials posted on Web pages.

· You will not post information that could cause damage or a danger of disruption.

· You will not engage in personal attacks, including prejudicial or discriminatory attacks.

· You will not harass another person. Harassment is persistently acting in a manner that distresses or annoys another person.

· You will not knowingly or recklessly post false or defamatory information about a person or organization.

· You will not post a message that was sent to you privately without permission of the person who sent you the message.

· You will not post chain letters or engage in "spamming". Spamming is sending an annoying or unnecessary message to a large number of people.

· You will subscribe only to high quality discussion group mail lists that are relevant to your education, teaching, or career development.
· You will not plagiarize works that you find on the internet. Plagiarism is taking the ideas or writings of others and presenting them as if they were yours.
· You will not use the School Board-Network to access content That is profane or obscene

(pornography), that condones or encourages illegal acts, that encourages violence 
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or discrimination towards others.

· You will not tamper with selection menus, procedures, or icons for the purpose of misleading or confusing other users.

· You will not use the School Board Network for commercial, political or religious purposes.

· You will not use the School Board Network email system to send obscene, profane, lewd, vulgar, rude inflammatory, threatening or disrespectful emails.

Any violations of these rules may result in disciplinary action and loss of internet use privileges. Disciplinary action may include, but is not limited to, monetary reimbursement, suspension, detention, expulsion, or termination.

I have read the Internet Use Policy and the Code of Conduct and hereby agree to abide by and impose those standards, restrictions, and obligations on all students who have been given permission to use the Internet. As the sponsoring teacher, I agree to instruct the students on acceptable use and proper etiquette of the Internet. I agree to use reasonable care to supervise and protect the students.

Student Signature/Date
                                              Parent Signature/Date

Teacher Signature/Date
                                         Principal Signature/Date
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Evangeline Parish School Board

Parent Permission Form to
Publish Student Work or Photographs
On the District or a School Website

(please return this form to the school office)

Name of Student:

School:


Name of Parent(s): 

We understand that our student's artwork, photograph or writings may be posted on the school or district website. This work or photograph may be published as part of the Evangeline Parish School Board website. No address or phone number will be used with the work or photograph.

We grant permission for the publishing to the school or district website. This permission is valid as long as my child is enrolled in this school. At any time, we may revoke this permission by notifying the school in writing.

Parent Signature
 Date


Parent Signature
 Date


I, the student, also give permission for such publishing.

Student Signature
 Date








